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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.  

SALT LAKE ACTING COMPANY’S SPRING WORLD PREMIERE, CHARM BY KATHLEEN CAHILL, TO HAVE WORKSHOP PRODUCTION AT PRESTIGIOUS ORLANDO SHAKESPEARE THEATER AND PLAY-FEST.
CHARM by Kathleen Cahill will receive a workshop production at the prestigious Orlando Shakespeare Theatre from November 19-22.  The production will be directed by New York Director Meg Gibson with playwright Cahill in attendance. Ms. Gibson will also direct SLAC’s world premiere of CHARM, April 14-May 9, 2010.   

CHARM tells the story of Margaret Fuller, tall, plain, Harvard-educated and published, but without a husband or child. It’s New England, 1840, and it’s insufferable. Her best friends are the great writers of the day, Henry David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson and Nathanial Hawthorne.  In CHARM, we slyly slip behind the facades of these literary giants and their unexpected muse, Margaret. Their pursuit of intellectual and emotional intimacy becomes a surreal comedy of manners, provoking the question: What do men and women really want? 
A reading of the play was held in January 2009 at Orlando Shakespeare’s ten-day PlayFest. Patrick Flick, Director of New Play Development for Orlando Shakespeare Theater, described how the reading and the workshop fit into the play’s journey as a whole. He said: “The workshop will take the reading to the next step.  That is – getting it on its feet, script in hand, and exploring the possibilities inherent in the script.  There will be minimal costumes, lighting, sets, etc.  This is the opportunity for the author to experience what the play will look like in its simplest form, and begin to see how the piece interacts with an audience. Orlando Shakespeare is thrilled to have Meg Gibson, the same person who will be directing SLAC’s premiere, down here for a trial run at the project.”  There will be an audience talkback with director and playwright after each performance.
Meg Gibson said of the opportunity: “Wonderful luxury to work on the bones of the play before digging into a full production with SLAC. Some new ideas will come, some early thoughts may go.  And, some aspects will no doubt germinate in Orlando and be developed with the cast and design team for the premiere. Kathleen's presence throughout all of this work is great joy.”

This fall, SLAC received a $27,000 grant from the Edgerton Foundation New American Play Awards for CHARM’s world premiere. In December there will be a reading at the National New Play Network Showcase in Atlanta, directed by Patrick Flick, who also selected the play for Orlando Shakespeare Theater. He said of CHARM: “Charm is one of the most instantly appealing plays I’ve ever read.  It unlocks seemingly mummified literary figures from their prisons of time and date and makes them feel alive and human for us as a modern audience.  It plays with time.  It has magical sea sprites.  What more could you wish?” 
SLAC NOTES:

Orlando Shakespeare Theater website: www.orlandoshakes.org
Now at SLAC: MASTER CLASS by Terrence McNally, directed by David Mong, with Anne Cullimore Decker, Paul Dorgan, Natalie Blackman, Shane Haag, Stefanie 

Londino, and Josh Martin.


DATES


        Extended through November 15. 
DATES OF EXTENSION              Thursday, November 12 at 7.30pm
Friday, November 13 at 8pm

                                                         Saturday, November 14 at 8pm

                                                         Sunday, November 15 at 2pm  

Ticket prices range from the $35 subscriber price, $40 groups of ten or more, $50 full price. 

Next at SLAC: GO, DOG. GO! by Allison Gregory and Steven Dietz, adapted from the book by P.D. Eastman, directed by Jerry Rapier, with musical direction by David Evanoff and choreography by Cynthia Fleming. GO, DOG. GO! plays December 4- 27.
Ticket prices range for kids from $10 groups of ten or more, $12 subscriber to $15 full price, adults are $20 for groups, $22 for subscribers and $25 full price. 

For tickets call 801- 363-7522, visit www.saltlakeactingcompany.org, or in person at 168 West 500 North, Salt Lake City, Utah 84103.

SLAC was founded in 1970 and is dedicated to producing, commissioning and developing new works and to supporting a community of professional artists.  SLAC has been nationally recognized by the Shubert Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Pew Charitable Trusts and the Edgerton Foundation, among others.  SLAC is a Constituent Member of Theatre Communications Group, a national organization for non-profit professional regional theatres, and the National New Play Network.
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